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Upper Junior School News From the Principal 

INSPECTION VISIT 

Thank you indeed to parents who have 

taken the time to fill in the Parents' 

Questionnaire for the ISI inspection.  We 

understand that some parents, notably 

Apple users, have had difficulty in open-

ing the attachment which gives the log-

in details.  If so, please contact us by e-

mail or telephone; we will re-send the 

information in a different format. 

Pupils in the Upper Junior and Secon-

dary Schools will be able to give their 

own responses this week.  The Heads, 

Stuart May and Michael Bardsley, have 

e-mailed parents in those two sections 

earlier this afternoon, to give details of 

probable timings. 

Best wishes 

 

John Light  

 This week, children at the Upper Junior 

School are busy with mid-year assessments, 

so that the class-teachers can look at read-

ing, writing and all areas of Mathematics. 

This will help us plan the next steps in each 

child’s learning. The children are working 

really hard at the moment—well done for 

settling so quickly back into the term!  

Mrs Driessen’s class are presenting 5D’s 

class assembly on Wednesday at 14.45 in 

the main hall—all 5D parents are welcome 

to come along! 

Also this week, the Upper Junior School 

Council will meet to decide upon the next 

focus after the very successful End of Term 

party that they organised before the holi-

day. By hosting the parties, the children 

raised money to spend on projects at 

school, and will be planning what improve-

ments they feel we should make.  

The School Council met last Friday to discuss their plans and ideas for this term. The 

children highlighted ‘The Playground and Playtimes’ as an area that they would like 

to develop. The councillors suggested a regular Lunchtime Cinema (with juice and 

popcorn on sale) and they identified some additional pieces of playground equip-

ment that they think the children would like outside—ideas included football goals 

and balls, bowling, frisbee goals and ‘sticky darts.’ The school councillors are going 

to discuss their ideas with their classmates this week  and ask for other     sugges-

tions. They have also been asked to suggests ways in which they could raise some 

money to purchase the new equipment. The school council will meet again on Fri-

day to discuss their findings and to plan a way forward. 

Please be reminded that as a school we encourage “Healthy Eating”. Please bear 

this in mind, especially when preparing your child’s snack. Fruit and vegetables are 

very much encouraged, please do not supply sugary drinks or biscuits and sweets. 

We will plan another Healthy Eating initiative this term and remind children of the 

importance of healthy eating. 

Class NAM will perform an assembly on Friday at 09.05 in the Hall at the Nursery/

Infant School. Please check with your child’s teacher if your child is in the perform-

ance.  
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Secondary News 

Hello Everyone, 2000 Mistakes… Or steps in the right direction? 

In our  assemblies, we have reflected on our ‘GOING FOR GOALS’ 

theme which started last week… The children learnt that achiev-

ing a goal can sometimes take many small steps and a lot of 

time! We talked about the work of Thomas Edison who invented 

the electric incandescent light bulb on November 4th 1879. He 

patented the bulb in 1880 (US Patent 223,898). The children 

tried to imagine what life would be like today without electric lights… The children then dis-

covered that it took Edison over 2000 experiments to finally solve the problem and create a 

bulb that worked… When asked about his 2000 ‘failures’ by the me-

dia, he would stand proud and say,  

“2000 failures? Not at all! 2000 steps towards success!”His positive 

determination and perseverance ensured that he NEVER GAVE UP… 

The children are thinking about this as they work on theirs! 

PARENTS’ COFFEE MORNING: Our thanks to the mums who organ-

ised a welcome coffee morning for our new families today. Thank 

you!  

ACCESS ART COMPETITION: The children have been invited to join in 

and a letter went home last week —entries are due in by Tuesday!  

Traffic Count On a chilly January day, students from 

a Yr10 Geography class were accompanied by their 

teacher Mr. Eason to conduct a traffic count. Be-

fore venturing out in to the cold the students 

learned how to conduct a traffic count using a tally 

chart and hand held traffic counters. After the ac-

tual traffic count the students returned to the class-

room to discuss the advantages and disadvantages 

of traffic counts and how the potential challenges 

they represent could be overcome.  The students 

finished with a discussion and notes on how Am-

sterdam overcomes traffic congestion. A useful, 

practical and enjoyable time was had by all. 

Expeditions It was good to meet parents at the expedition meetings last week.  

If you have further questions or were unable to attend then please contact Mr 

Thornley (s.thornley@britams.nl) or Mr Anderson (m.anderson@britams.nl).  

Miss Raychell has now finished the arrangements for the Amsterdam project 

and parents will be emailed directly. 
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