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In this issue..

Dear Parents,

Believe it or not as far as the Met Office in London is concerned, Monday the 1* of
March is the first day of Spring. After what was a fairly harsh winter by Dutch
standards let’s hope the next few weeks bring finer weather as the school starts to
look forward to a number of outdoor activities.

Sports Relief is coming up fast and it has been suggested by a number of staff that
we could take part by arranging a sponsored walk. The initial idea is to have two
routes through the Amsterdamse Bos, a short route (5Km) and a longer route
(10Km). These distances are close to the set distances Sports Relief normally follow
of 3 miles and 6 miles. Following these two distances means we can take a whole
school approach to the event where the younger pupils are able to join in on the
shorter distance and the older pupils and those who feel a little more adventurous
can tackle the longer walk. The suggested day for this event is Sunday 21* March
starting around 10 am. Further details will be sent to you in the near future.

A number of our Secondary students have been working on their International
Bronze Award which involves a number of community and physical challenges. In
order to complete the award the students have to take part in a short expedition.
This task requires the students to walk a distance of 24 kms in small groups and
camp for one night. This exercise aims to give the students an opportunity to
demonstrate self-reliance and teamwork. The trip will take place in Southern Holland
over the weekend of 27-28 March. The students are required to tackle this task
without any direct support from the staff however they will be accompanied by Mr
Edghill, Miss Lamb, Mr Eason and myself who will be on hand if the need arises.

An event which was very successful in the past was the School Golf Tournament. The
format of the tournament is Better Ball Stableford. This is a format that gives our
parents and staff, regardless of their handicap a sporting chance of victory. The last
time we played the event was held at Abcoude Golf Course. An early start was
followed by hot soup and snacks at the 9" followed by an informal lunch and
presentation of prizes at the 19™. Any parent or staff member who is interested
should email me on info@britams.nl. In the event that there are sufficient people
interested | will make further enquires with the Golf Club so they can offer some
potential dates .

As always the recent charitable fundraising by the school has been extremely well
supported. The activities held at the various schools to raise money for the Haitian
Earthquake Appeal raised €6000 which will be donated equally amongst three of the
charities providing relief there. Thank you to all who were involved in this very
worthwhile activity.

The Nursery and
Infant School

The Lower Junior
School

The Lower &
Upper Juniors

The Upper Junior
School

The Upper &
Secondary School

Secondary School

Learning Support

REMINDERS...
HOLIDAY DATES

The school closes for the
Easter holiday on Thursday
1°* April. The staggered
finishing times are:

Nursery/Infants — 11.30am
Lower Juniors —11.45am

Upper / Secondary — 12.00
noon

School is closed on
Queen’s day — 30" April

Hemelvaart — 13" & 14"
May

Half term holiday 31°* May
until 4" June

CONTACT US...

Administration Dept
Anthonie van Dijckstraat 1
1077ME Amsterdam

Tel +31 (0) 20 6797840
Fax +31 (0)20 6758396

Web: www.britams.nl

FORTHCOMING WHOLE SCHOOL DATES FOR YOUR DIARY...

8" March — School Photographs (Infant and Lower Junior School)
11*" March - School Photographs (Upper Junior School and Secondary School)
2" July — Speech Day
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Reception — International Picnic

Last term, the topic in Reception was International Food and Stories from around the world. The topic
closed at the end of the half term with an International Picnic — the children were encouraged to bring a
traditional dish to share at the picnic with their family and friends. There was an amazing feast in the
school hall, there was music and dancing too. Thank you very much to all the parents who involved
themselves in the topic over the course of the half term — your input was very much appreciated.

Above and near right — The children in
Reception sample some Indian Spices and
prepare some Indian dishes. Above right,
The children in Year RS dressed for the
International Picnic, Far right — Noa from
RG in her traditional Dutch costume.

Dates for your diary

Group Photographs - Monday 08" March
Friday 12" March - Class Assembly, NPM
Friday 19" March — Class Assembly, NDM

Monday 29" and Tuesday 30" March

Reception Production
Thursday 1°* April - Spring Hat Parade
Thursday 1°* April — School Closes at 12 o’clock.

Music Assembly
During the last half term an invitation was
extended to the children in Year 1 who are
learning to play a musical instrument, to play in
an assembly at the end of this term. There were
a number of replies and the parents of the
children have been contacted and invited to a
meeting on Thursday 4™ March at 14.45 in the
staff room. If you did reply but have not received
an invitation for any reason please join the
meeting.
Thank you.
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YEAR 1B — DESIGN TECHNOLOGY HOMES AND HOUSES

As part of the Year 1 geography topic of
Houses & Homes children were asked to
design and make a model house. Children
in 1B first investigated different structures
to find a suitable design using clixi and
clever sticks. In groups, they then built
their final designs using mod roc, paper
mache and sticks. Children made a Swiss
cottage, a mud hut, an igloo and a teepee
and had lots of fun during the whole
process. Look in the Year 1 classes to see
all the fabulous designs.
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Year 1S — Glass Blowing

At the beginning of this term, as part
of their Science topic, the children in
Year 1 were learning about different
materials. Siu’s mother came in to talk
to the children in 1S about the glass
making process. The children enjoyed
having a go at glass blowing
themselves —using a balloon for the
glass, they had to try and blow all the
way down the pipe to inflate the
balloon.

Thank you to Siu and Ji Yoon’s mums
for a wonderful learning experience.

STAFF NEWS THIS MONTH

Good Luck Mrs. Noe Goodbye Mrs. McKenzie Welcome back Mrs. Grove Welcome Mrs. Parsons.
Mrs. Noe starts her maternity Mrs. McKenzie is returning to Mrs. Grove is returning from Mrs. Parsons has joined NKM
leave this month — we wish the UK due to her husband’s her maternity leave. She will as a replacement for Mrs. Noe
her a safe and auick deliverv! relocation. be teaching in class RA while she is awav.
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Dear Friends of the BSA,

Welcome to the latest edition of the Lower Junior School news. In this edition we will be looking back at 2W
and 2L’s fantastic assemblies and 2CC’s Design Technology project. We will be celebrating the Year Three’s
music ensemble and our new social club “The Knit and Natter Club’ with Mrs Van Schooneveld!

We are all looking forward to the Summer Term which promises to be action packed! Our Year Three
children are very excited about the new residential trip to Texel and their school trips to Leiden and Hortus.
The Year Two children have trips to Amsterdamse Bos, and a seaside visit to Zandvoort; not forgetting the
Year Two Evening Experience at the Upper Junior School later in the summer term. We all have Sports Day
and Speech Day to look forward to at the end of the year! Best wishes, The Lower Junior School Team ©

This term is the
turn of our Year
Two superstars for
their class
assemblies.

We were treated to
2W’s assembly.
They all wore their
smart tee-shirts
which they made
as part of their Art,
ICT and D and T
project.

Class 2L took us on a
tour of the learning
experiences that have
taken place in their class.
The children presented
stories, told us about
contrasting localities
they have studied, and
presented dance work

.. from their P.E. lessons.
www.lowerjuniors.com Well done 2L!

Keep up to date with all the latest Lower Junior news
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Year Two have
been busy
researching,
designing,
making and
decorating their
own vehicles.
Here are Class
2CC busily
decorating their
vehicles.

Year 3 Music

Congratulations to
the ensemble
children for working
so hard and to Mrs
Stout for her musical
direction!

You can watch and
listen to the
ensemble by visiting
our weblog at:

www.lowerjuniors.com
/?paged=2

Lower Junior School - Dates for Your Diary

School Council Elections
2CC Class Assembly
Science Lectures

Year Three Production of Zoom!
Year Two and Three Parents Evenings
Year Three Residential Trip to Texel

1°* March pm

3" March at 3pm

3" March am — Year Two 8.45- 10.10,

Year Three 10.30- 12.00

23" March at 9.30 am, 24" March at 7.00 pm
27" and 29" April

5™ May until the 7" May
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F "
Year Three Residential Trip to ' T
Texel & "‘r‘“ ° e S
The Year Three children are i ~ Y A
looking  forward to  their = oy

residential trip to Texel from - _
Wednesday 5" May to Friday 7% v
May. —

Parents were invited to attend an i/ @ o
information evening about the -0

trip on Wednesday 24" Feb. A == .
If you would like to find about T e e

more about the trip please ask a -l D
member of the Year Three Team. e 2 &

The Knit and
Natter Social
Group

We are very proud
to announce our
new social club
‘The Knit and
Natter Group’.
The group is led by
our very own
multi-talented Mrs
van Schooneveld!

A Very Warm Welcome to... Mrs. Hiske van Hovell

Mrs Tara Holmes tot Westerflier

Mrs Tara Holmes joins the Lower
Junior team as a Teaching Assistant in
Years Two and Three.

Mrs. Hiske van Hovell tot Westerflier
will be teaching Dutch to the children
in Year Two and Three during Miss
Mirna Roosma’s absence, along with
Miss Elferink. Welcome to the team!

...who will be joining the Lower Junior School team.
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Peer Mentoring...

This term, as part of our work on the School Development Plan, staff in the Upper and Lower Junior

School have been taking part in a Peer Mentoring programme. The programme enables teachers and

support staff to visit other parts of the school and to look at learning in a different class, and ways in

which teachers and staff plan and assess the progress of the children at different levels of the curriculum.

Staff identified what areas of practice they would like to see, and were then matched up with people
who could share good practice. By doing this we are working together to provide the best educational

experience for the children in the school. There is a wealth of good practice in all parts of the school, and

despite working on split sites, we are making the most of the opportunities to share good practice and

build on the good work that is going on across the school.

Curriculum Review...

We have also been working
together to review and examine
the Curriculum that the children
are following, in line with a
National Review in the UK which
has just begun, to ensure that
we are getting the best match of
activities to enable the children
to develop their learning and
thinking skills to be ready for the
next stage in their education.
The New National Curriculum
has been designed to provide
better progression from each
stage of children’s learning, and
so it fits more closely with the
Early Years Foundation Stage
that children follow in Nursery
and Reception.

The old curriculum has been
reorganised into six areas of
learning, and will be in place in
UK schools from September
2011. The new curriculum
provides more opportunities for
cross curricular links between
subject areas, and places a big
emphasis on learning skills. We
are very excited about the
changes, and are looking at
ways to develop our resources
and planning so that we are
offering the new model well in
time for the change.

Understanding

Existing Curriculum

Areas [ New Areas of Learning ]

Science N\
Scientific and Technological

Modern foreign languages
(Dutch, French)

English — Reading, Writing,
Speaking and Listening,

Understanding English,
Communication and Languages

%
<

Music
Understanding the Arts

Art and Design

Drama \_ )
4 )

Geography

Historical, Geographical and

Personal, Health, Social Social Understanding

Education and Citizenship
(PHSCE)

\<

A

Understanding Physical
Development, Health

~N

Mathematical Understanding

A
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A message from Mr Handisyde...

Welcome to the February edition of our school
newsletter. With the half term break and
February being a short month, you’d think
there’d be little to report since the end of
January, however read on about the past month
at the Upper Junior School where there is always
something going on...

The Land of Literacy...

On the 27" of January 2010, 4W made an
amazing assembly. It was based on literacy
because the other classes had taken the topics of
Romans and India which were our first choices,
but we still thought of a great one. We learnt
about haikus, Christina Rossetti and fantasy
settings.

One of the funniest and best bits was when
Matthew asked to marry Peru. | think the
audience liked the fairy godmother because she
jumped up un-expectedly in a funny costume.
Peru was Christina Rossetti. Tymo and Toby were
her brothers. Magnus, Matthew, Mendoza and
Ally were the students. Suddenly their fairy
godmother appeared and whisked them away to
made up and exciting places.

We all had wonderful costumes, but the best had
to be Hina’s dazzling Japanese dress. The Rossetti
family wore Victorian clothes. | had a suit. The
fairy had a beautiful pink costume. The children
had their school uniform on. The mushroom
dressed in red and white. The dwarf dressed as
an elf. The evil queen dressed in an outfit for the
Queen of Hearts from Alice in Wonderland.

Text by Euan Smith 4W

Ruesink, Sarrveesh Yatheeswaran and Charlie
Rolfe. Back to “Nicky Investigates”, an awesome
slide show, also about bottled water, created by
Nicky’s colleagues, Matilda Murray and Su Jeong
Ko. “It’'s Dam Unfair” showed how bad dams
could be created by Isabelle Marsh, Emmy
Francek, Helena Barnes and Alice Hicken. “Flash
“Lightning” Jackson” was about saving water and
acted by Matilda Murray and Peter Dawes. “Who
Owns Water??” told us about who owns water by
Isabelle Marsh, Emmy Francek, Helena Barnes and
Alice Hicken. “W-team” was about people with no
water by PoSing Cheung, Peter Dawes and Julian
Gagnier. “News Report” showed us how
desperate people can be for water, by Benjamin
Debrosse, Sarrveesh Yatheeswaran, Charlie Rolfe
and Adrian Ruesink. “Benjamin “Danger”
Debrosse” gave us a message, TURN OFF THE
TAP!! Acted by Benjamin Debrosse.

Text by: Isabelle, Emmy and Matilda

5As Water Play...

On February 3™ 5A produced a brilliant TV
channel all on Water & Persuasion. There were
talk shows, movie trailers, dramas and a slide
show...plus commercials!!! Written all by 5A, and
not to forget Mr.A .

“Nicky Investigates” was about how horrible
water bottles are for the environment by Nicola
Wolff and Indenne Inden. “Men in Black” was an
awesome movie trailer on contaminated water
written and acted by Benjamin Debrosse, Adrian

5C Class Assembly...

On Wednesday afternoon, February 10th, the
Upper Junior School children were transported 30
years into the future to find out what had
happened to the children of 5C in the intervening
years.

Tomas Ackerman presented a show in which all
the children were interviewed by him, as
successful adults! The children were able to tell
how they managed to achieve their goals
and become a success. It was no surprise to learn
that all of the children had gone on to accomplish
great thing such as; Olympic Gold Medals,
Michelin Star Restaurants, Nobel Peace Prizes,
Mastermind Champion, Leading Sportsmen and
the first woman president of the United States of
America. The show was expertly handled by
Tomas, who as an injured RAF pilot even managed
to track down their old teacher, Miss Chisholm!
She sent a video message from Australia and
appeared to look exactly the same as in the year
2010!

The assembly was entertaining and inspirational,
fitting in with the SEAL topic, Going for Goals!
Let's hope all the children in our school achieve
their goals and aim high.
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Y5 Clay... Shake Off Winter Disco...

Year 5 have been exploring ways to make
containers using clay. They have made thumb,
coil and slab pots and have now made designs
for their own special containers.

Designing, Making, Achieving!

Sew Much Fun...

Sewing Club has grown over the year from a
small group of six Year 5 girls to a group of
thirteen girls and boys from throughout the
Upper Junior School. The group began at the
request of some children, after their Victorian
day when they began some cross-stitch work.
Now, many children have finished their
embroidery sampler and have enjoyed making
felt objects including cushions, toys and bags.
Other base materials include canvas and denim.
Projects often begin with a kit, which children
enhance and improve with their own touches.
Then they make their own designs and plan
decorations including a range of embroidery
stitches and yarns, sequins, beads and appliqué
shapes. They then attach fastenings including
ribbons, poppers, hooks and eyes. Children learn
a range of skills and improve their sense of
design and high to eye co-ordination.

“It’s great fun at sewing club. I like all the colours
of materials we can chose from. We make useful
and fun things and we get to take our projects
home too!” says Namrah.

Text by Mrs Gilli Miles

The Upper Junior School Council of 2009-2010
hosted their first event of the year! They took a lot
of time planning at their meetings and each
councillor had their own job.

Games@&Fartydbnacks

Yoojune: “I invented the tickets, we designed
tickets and posters.”

Natasha: “At the SHAKE OFF WINTER disco, we
sold tickets to enter the disco. We played SingStar
and Mr Handisyde joined in too! We played
musical statues and musical bumps.”

Kalina: “I was responsible to be Security. There
was only one spillage so | had a lot of fun!”

Kaori: “I was helping with the food. We were
playing rock music. We also played SingStar and
played ABBA. | think it was a great success.”
Matthew: “We had a great time singing on
SingStar and eating (everyone ran to eat and
started gobbling up!)”

Upper Junior Children “SHAKE OFF WINTER!!!”
THANKS TO ALL THE STUDENT COUNCIL, PARENT

ORGANISATION AND STAFF WHO HELPED MAKE
THIS EVENT SUCH A SUCCESS!
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Swimming Diplomas...

We are proud to congratulate the following
children who have achieved various diplomas
during our weekly lessons at De Mirandabad:

A Diploma: Hiromu Kakuta, Charlie
Rolfe Addlson Hagan Chanisa Phukatrul

=R—— B Diploma: Riu lzuka, Tito De Rita,

Gabriella Leers, Marie Hamon, Julian Gagnier,
Erin Uddenberg, Danny Moon, PoSing Cheung,
Margaux Charzat, Momoko Takayama, Manuel
Contessa, Daiki Hayashi, Magnus Fulton

L—J C Diploma: Gib Bernath, Prajit

Bhaskaran, Julia Meuwissen, Jason Miao,
Quentin Cambridge, Callum Gandy, Caroline
Green, Tess Knowles, Daniel Kearney, Peru
Mukherjee, Matthew Muncer, Libby Muncer

j =1

Zwemvaardigheidsdiploma 1:
Mia Radford, Blessed Joy Tjon Affo, Raksha
Gopalakrishnan, Emma Warburton, Kalina
Milenova, Etienne Guichard, Anshul Lal, Ethan
Lamberton, Joe Holton, Maartje Woerlee,
Mendoza Houben, Kaori Kondo, Madeline
Fairbrother, R.J. Hewins, Kirollas Besali, Matilda
Murray, Ben Pearson, Niels Frese, Helena Barnes,
Sherien Burger, Alex Ricketts, Emmy Francek,
Nicola Wolff, Natalie Schmit, Isabelle Marsh

A '-,':E'_:."%f_"

Zwemvaardigheidsdiploma 2:
Boaz Laan, Oscar Kenny, Jean Montalescot, Julian
Deenstra, Charlotte Geeroms, Miki Marubayashi,
Aissa Guindo, Maryam Takkenberg, Ladi De Rita,
AIec Inden

] | 1 [ —_

i

| Zwemvaardigheidsdiploma 3:
Federico Zanatti

Road Sdafety Diplomas...

The theory based lessons of our Road Safety Club
have come to an end. On Thursday February 4th
Raksha (6B), Gabriella (5M), Julian (5A) and R.J.
(4D) passed the Road Safety theory exam. Raksha
even passed with excellence. Congratulations
everyone! All four are now eligible for the
practical exam in April.

Notices and Dates for your Diaries...

Anti-Bullying Week —
Week Commencing 22/02/10
SEAL Focus — Good to be Me — March 2010
SciTech Science Lectures — 02/03/10
5M Class Assembly —03/03/10
Parent Consultations —09/03/10 & 11/03/10
Year 6 Educational Visit— 10/03/10
End of Term —01/04/10 — School Closes at 12:00
Residential Trips — Week Commencing 21/06/10

Please remember to keep up with the life at the
Upper Junior School by visiting our weblog,
http://bsajuniors.net which is updated daily.

Coffee Mornings...

Coffee Mornings are held every Thursday at the
Nursery/Infant School and the whole school
community are warmly invited to attend.
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This from our in-house sports commentator Mr
Foulke...

134 brave souls from The British School of
Amsterdam endured the freezing cold at
Amsterdam Arena to watch the Ajax v NEC KNVB
Beker match. The pendulous nature of the tie
added to the excitement, with NEC having a
player sent off not long after Ajax scored the
opener. The result was then seemingly academic,
but NEC had other plans.

A late equaliser took the tie into extra time
(that's a lot of football for five euros!). Against
the odds NEC took the lead, capitalising on the
home team's complacency. However, the match
swung again in Ajax's favour after they pulled
one back. NEC had another player sent off,
leaving them nine men and an insurmountable
task. Ajax clinched the winner in the dying
minutes to send most of the crowd home happy,
if not a little frostbitten. Special thanks to Annie
van Schooneveld for organising the tickets at the
Lower Juniors. We will keep you informed of
school deals for future matches.

Thank you once again Mr Foulke, | know these
events are much enjoyed by many.

Pond Patrol...

The pond and its inhabitants had a tough test over
the winter and unfortunately not everybody made
it through; there were a number of casualties and
the result was a depleted fish stock. Just as we
were overcoming this traumatic period, there was
another hurdle. The pond was losing water.

A rapid operation was put in place to make sure
the remaining fish made it through. Fish were
caught and placed in a safe area. Whilst they were
in their temporary home it was decided to give
them a bit of a boost after losing some of their
friends and have a bit of a spring clean. It was a
smelly and dirty job but was well worth the effort.

The pond now looks immaculate and the fish seem
to have come to terms with their loss. A big thank
you to the parents who offered to help and also to
Jordan Mayhew who didn't mind getting his
trainers dirty.

Text by Tom Edghill - Pond Maintenance

School Receptionists...

Our afternoon Receptionist, Mrs Amanda
Stansfield, has now started her maternity leave.
All of us at the Upper Junior and Secondary
School wish her a very well-earned rest and all
the best for the arrival of her first baby. Mrs
Jenny Tressider has been appointed to cover the
Reception alongside Mrs Fiona Warburton and
we look forward to welcoming Jenny to the team
next month.

Fashion Show...

We are considering to host a fashion show in our
Secondary School in March. In order to make this
event happen, we need your help. If you know
any designers or owners of boutiques who may be
willing to donate products for the show, please
contact Maya in Year 13. E-mail: msato@britams.nl
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A Message from Mr Thorniley...

| am pleased to announce the appointments of 3
new middle-management positions at our
School. All 3 individuals have made an excellent
start to their new roles and responsibilities.
Congratulations and welcome on board!

Introducing our Key Stage 3 Coordinator...

Educated at Université d’Orléans (France) during
which time | studied French, English and Spanish
at Master’s Degree level, | began my teaching
career in 1992 as a French language Assistante at
Connaught School for Girls, Leytonstone,
London, a single sex comprehensive; |, then,
gained my French and Spanish teacher
qualification at York University in the United
Kingdom. From 1994 and for 7 years | taught
French and Spanish at Enfield Grammar School
for Boys in North London. In 2001 | decided to
switch to the Private sector and moved on to a
prestigious private girls’ institution to becoming
the French Coordinator at the North London
Collegiate School. In January 2005 | became Head
of the MFL Faculty at another private institution,
the City of London School for Girls, until August
2008 where | introduced a free choice of 4
languages and implemented Mandarin both in
The Prep Department and the Secondary School.
| have lived in Martinique, France and the United
Kingdom before moving to the Netherlands in
August 2008. | have been teaching at the British
School of Amsterdam since September 2008. As
the new Key Stage 3 Coordinator my prime aim is
to introduce new opportunities for students in
Years 7, 8 and 9 by looking after their welfare,
pastoral and academic progress. In collaboration
with the current 5 Key Stage 3 Tutors it is hoped
that we will create a true Key Stage 3 identity

and sense of direction for our students in the
Middle School.

Mile Claude Emanuelle Macko

Introducing our Key Stage 4 & 5 Coordinator...

| have been teaching in Secondary Schools for the
last 6 years in the UK, specialising in Modern
Foreign Languages and EAL. | have worked in
some very challenging schools, so | have acquired
the knowledge and ability to put strategies in
place in order for improvement. | feel huge
satisfaction when | see students achieve and this
will be one of my priorities - to raise achievement
and motivation at the British School of
Amsterdam. | look forward, not only to working
with the teachers and students, but also
developing a good relationship with parents.

Miss Natalia Raychell

Introducing our Examinations Officer...

After studying at University College London for my
Geography degree, | worked in London and had a
‘working holiday’ in Australia, returning via the
USA and Canada. | completed my Postgraduate
Certificate in Education (PGCE) at The Institute of
Education (University of London) and taught in
England for three years. Since then | have worked
in Germany, Kuwait and The Netherlands gaining
invaluable experience of international education.
In Kuwait | was the Head of Department
responsible for the smooth running of a large
department throughout the school. At the British
School of Amsterdam | am teaching Geography to
Key Stages 3, 4 and 5 and in the second year of my
Masters in Education. In my spare time | enjoy
keeping abreast with current affairs, walking and
travelling. The role of Examinations Officer is one
of great importance and | look forward to the
challenges that this office will present.

Mr Roland Eason
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You’re Just too Good to be True...

&

dressed up as cupid serenading the students and
staff delivering roses at lunch time. This was to
promote the Y13’s latest business venture taking
place on 12" of February. In order to raise
money for their graduation prom, the 6" formers
are offering to deliver roses and sweets to
students (and staff) celebrating Valentines Day.

Friday’s themed non-uniform day ‘Spirit of Love’

News from the Science Department...

Need a Scientist?
Help with homework?
Help with revision?
Catch up topics you've missed?
Ask that question that’s always bugged you?

Come to
Science Clinic

Wednesday lunchtimes in room 219
All year groups welcome
Come for 2 minutes or the whole time — we're here to help with your Science problems!

New After School Activity...

Yoga Club

Monday 4-5pm
Starting Tst Marc }

soiir flex bility, strendgth see Margaret Megm

and batance (VHO) to find out

mote AMND sign up!

D you want ko improve
yesiit concentration

BSA Students Brave the Snow...

On Tuesday 26" January the whole of Year 9 with
Mr. Eason (Geography) and Miss Raychell went to
Amsterdam’s Olympic Stadium. The students
investigated the locational factors of the sports
stadium. Although the students realised that there
is no perfect location for a sports stadium they did
look at the original site for the Olympic Stadium
and the current factors. The ideas that the
students came up with were interesting and
varied. For example, transport links to and from
the stadium and city, accommodation nearby,
sport halls close, medical facilities are just down
the road and there is a ready market of visitors
with Amsterdam and other nearby towns. During
the next couple of lessons students are going to
produce a piece of work that highlights the
locational factors and explain why the stadium is
located where it is.
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What is Web 2.0? ACCESS Creative Contest 2010...

Well this is the question that has been on the
tips of our tongues during Enrichment activities
at the Secondary School. Ask students involved
in the ICT enrichment programme and they will
be able to tell you. The Internet we use today is
no longer a place where we read information
created by others. We can now easily publish
our own work on the Internet in so many
different formats. During enrichment we looked
at a range of Internet applications that allow us
to publish our work in new and exciting ways.
Why not try some at home?

Glogster - Make your interactive poster easily
and share it with friends. Mix Images, Text, Music
and Video. It is fantastic! www.glogster.com
Bubbl.us — Create colourful mind maps about
any subject of your choice. Mind maps can really
help exam revision too! www.bubbl.us

Soup — A new application which has the ease of
use of a blog. Make a website in minutes and
add text, video, images and more. www.soup.io
Wordle — This is a tool for generating “word
clouds” from text that you provide.
www.wordle.net

Netvibes — Keep your online life organised with
this tool. Add widget to read your newspapers,
play games, watch TV, movies, listen to podcasts,
check your mail and more. www.netvibes.com

Mrs Alison Mulhall

Valentine Ball...

The Secondary School Valentine Ball was on
Thursday 11" February and took place from 6 —
10pm. The disco was for all years and the prices
for tickets were €1 for a couple ticket and €2 for
a single ticket. It was organised by the Year 8
students over the weeks leading up to it. All of
the leftover money from tickets will go to the
Help Haiti Charity Fund. Everyone had a fantastic
time and THANK YOU to everyone who made it
happen.

Victoria Seveno-Weideman

The theme for this years ACCESS creative contest

was “My Family”. The following students work has

been chosen to represent our School:
| TR - =

Houston Owen, Emily
Sweigart, Victoria Seveno-Weideman, Guy
Warburton, Tajdip Singh, Ryan Meharg, Oyku
Demirel and Alexander Gonzalez-Lamberth

Group D Age 13-14 Mohdip Singh, David Spadini
and Emily Van Blanken

Group E Age 15 + Claudia Kaltenbrunn, Lazar
Djordjevic, Agunda Bzykova and Sarah Loiler

T :

The entries we received were an excellent
standard with many unusual and creative ideas.
Thank you all for your wonderful art work. We
wish the above students many congratulations on
reaching this stage. After winning the majority of
the prizes in the 2009 ACCESS competition, we
hope this year our entries will also be recognised.
The submitted works will be judged and an
exhibition and award ceremony have been
organised to present the prizes. The results of the
Creative Contest will also be published in the
ACCESS magazine. Many thanks to Victoria
lonushonis who helped to decide which art pieces
would represent the British School of Amsterdam.

Moodle News...

Please remember to keep up to date with news
and activities at the Secondary School by visiting
http://moodle.britams.nl ~ which is updated
regularly.
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On behalf of the Learning
Support Department, | would like to take this
opportunity to introduce you to the specialist
therapists who you may see in and around the
British School of Amsterdam, supporting some of
our pupils with additional needs.

All our specialists are highly valued members of
the Learning Support Department and the wider
school community. Payment of costs for seeing
our specialists is not covered by school fees.
However, in many instances a significant
proportion of assessment or therapy can be
redeemed through insurance. Arrangements
regarding payment are made directly between the
therapist and their client. The British School is
happy to provide the location and facilities for
assessment and therapy to take place. All our
specialists are qualified, police checked, and
aware of the special nature and experience of
children educated in the international school
setting. All of them place value on team work
between parents, school and other specialist in
order to provide the best possible outcome for
the pupils they support.

Should you wish to find out more about any of
our specialist therapists, or if you feel that your
son or daughter may be helped by one of them,
please contact your child’s class teacher in the
first instance. The class teacher will then
complete the appropriate paperwork and talk to
the Learning Support Coordinator (Helen
Rigelsford at the Infant and Lower Junior Schools
and Val Hagan at the Upper Junior and Secondary
Schools) who is then able to make a referral to a
specialist, if appropriate. Should you have any
further questions or comments about our
specialist therapists please do not hesitate to
contact me (h.rigelsford@britams.nl)

Helen Rigelsford - Learning Support Coordinator

Carolien Diependaal - is also a
Speech and Language Therapist (logopedist in
Dutch). She trained and has built up experience in
Holland as she is a native Dutch speaker but she is
also able to provide therapy in English. Carolien
has worked/is working in a variety of international
school settings. She has worked with us for over
two years now. She focuses mainly on issues to do
with articulation and is also developing expertise
in working on the language development of pupils
with  Downs’ Syndrome, those who have
aural/grapheme issues (difficulties with the
relationship between sound and symbol), and
those who have pragmatic language issues.
Carolien works in the Secondary Department as
well as the Infant and Lower Junior Schools. She
enjoys working alongside Nicky Braund so that
they can share ideas and support each other, as
well as being part of the wider Learning Support
team at the BSA. Carolien is married, and has a
son and a daughter, both of whom are at
secondary school.

" Drs. Jantien Knoester - is an
Occupational and Sensory Integration Therapist
(ergotherapeut) and a Child (Educational)
Psychologist. She is also trained as an Early
Childhood Mental Health Specialist. She trained
and built up her experience in a variety of Dutch
and international school settings. Until recently
she also worked part time at the Lighthouse
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Special School in The Hague. Jantien works to
assess children and advise parents regarding their
motor development, concentration, planning
skills and sensory integration (ability to interpret
and use senses without becoming distracted by
what we perceive). At times she has also been
called upon to do psychological assessments of
pupils, but this is more unusual for her to do. She
works in a very child centred and hands on way
with the children and is able to advise and train
parents and teachers. Jantien likes the close
contact with teaching colleagues and other
specialists at the BSA and enjoys observing the
progress made by the pupils she supports. She
works mainly in the Infant and Lower Junior
Schools although she has also worked with pupils

further up the school at times. You may also see
Jantien at the Little Gym where she works part of
the week. Jantien has recently been on maternity
leave following the birth of her beautiful baby
daughter, Amaya. She hopes to return to us
shortly after half term.

Anje will return to work with Jantien in our
Learning Support Department after the Easter
holidays. She has worked at all school sites. Anje
adapted very quickly to our busy and energetic
department and she very much enjoyed building
up relationships with the children, staff and
parents she worked with. We look forward to
welcoming her back in April!

Anje Eilander - is an
Occupational Therapist who is working alongside
and under the direction of Jantien Knoester. She
has recently trained also as a Sensory Integration
Therapist and we were delighted to welcome her
to the team to take over therapy for the children
Jantien had already assessed and worked with
prior to her maternity leave. Anje left us at the
end of February to return to Indonesia as a
volunteer (for the second time) where she works
to train local people to give therapy to severely
handicapped children. To find out more about her
work there you can follow her blog at:
www.travelmessage.nl/anje

Natasha Salter Ling - is a
British Clinical Psychologist who trained in the
United Kingdom. She specialises in working with
children and families and has lived in Amsterdam
for a number of years. Natasha provides support
and therapy for children with social/emotional
difficulties. For example, behavioural issues,
bereavement, low self- esteem and children who
might be feeling over-anxious or sad. In addition
she can help families who might be experiencing
adjustment difficulties, sometimes as a result of
moving country, adjusting to a new culture, or
from the arrival of a new baby in the family! She
is also interested in the everyday challenges of
parenting and can offer parental support and
guidance. Her work is both non-directive and
supportive, often using play and other techniques
within the therapy session. She has worked with
a number of children at the BSA and across all
sites, as well as at other International schools.
Natasha enjoys working with children and families
of all ages from early years to adolescence, and is
happy to see families and children either at her
own practice or in school. Natasha is a British
School parent herself and currently has children in
Years 5, 3, and Reception.
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Drs. Diana Rozestraten-
Caanen - is an Educational Psychologist with
specialism in childhood disorders and behaviour.
She is the director of the Child Centre, Atria, in
Ede, the Netherlands. Diana has worked with
pupils, parents and staff at this school for nearly a
decade and she understands the specific issues
affecting children (and their families) attending an
international school. Diana is able to provide a
wide range of assessments including assessment
for Dyslexia, Dyscalculia, ASD, ADHD, personality
disorders and IQ. The assessments are all carried
out in English.

Diana also has experience of Child Protection and
Safeguarding and dealing with childhood trauma.
Although the Atria Practice is based outside
Amsterdam, Diana and her colleagues are willing
to travel to the BSA to meet parents and pupils,
complete observations, talk to teachers and
complete assessments. Parents also have the
option of visiting the practice in Ede if they prefer,
which means prices are exclusive of travel costs.
Diana is Dutch but speaks excellent English. Diana
works across all sites. She has two young children
of her own. Diana enjoys working with the diverse
cultures and backgrounds of children at the BSA
and being part of the school community.

carry out assessments with children and
meetings with staff and parents. She works
across all sites. Maartje is Dutch but speaks
excellent English. She is experienced in
administering the assessments in English.
Maartje has first-hand experience of the ex-pat
lifestyle, and its rewards and challenges, as she
spent part of her own childhood in the USA. She
especially values being able to work and support
parents and children and ensuring that the
assessment experience is comfortable and useful
for all concerned. To find more about the
Practice Atria you can look here:
http://www.atria-nederland.nl/expats-
internationaal

Maartje Bakker
(MSc) — also works as an Educational Psychologist
at Atria. She works alongside Diana and is able to

Nicky Braund is a Speech and
Language Therapist. She trained and first
practiced in the UK and has travelled far and
wide during her career (including working in Italy
and China). Nicky has experience of working with
children and families from a variety of
backgrounds and countries. She has been at the
head of our Speech and Language Therapy
Department for six years now and has worked
with many of our pupils. Not only does Nicky
address issues to do with speech sound
development (phonology) and articulation, but
she also has experience with children on the
autistic spectrum (who find the pragmatic use of
language and social communication challenging).
She has a special interest in dysfluency
(stuttering), oral-motor speech disorders and
bi/multilingual learners. Nicky works in the Infant
and Lower Junior Schools. She enjoys being part
of the team at the British School and has
excellent contact with pupils, parents and staff.
Nicky’s husband is Dutch and her daughters are
aged five and six.
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